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SenkakuslandsDiaoyulslands issue




Competing Claims

The Senkaku islands were claimed by Japan in January 1895
because they had been uninhabited and showed no trace of
having been under the control of China.

The dispute appears to date from the 1968 announcement by
two Japanese scientists that there may be large reservoirs of
oll under the continental shelf below the islaniisThe UN
Conventlon on the Law of the Sea gives a 200 nautical mile
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seabed resources there.

From the end of World War Il, the US occupied Okinawa and
controlled the islands. The islands were returned to Japan as
part of the reversion of Okinawa in 1972. Since then, the
Senkaku Islands have been under the administrative control
of the Government of Japan.




The guestion of the development of petroleum resources on
the continental shelf of the East China Sea came to the
surface In the latter half of 1970 and the Government of
Korea, China and Taiwan began to raise questldb(nsBoth
Chinese and Korean governments protested and reiterated
their claim to sovereignty over the islands (the islands are
part of Taiwan) . China argued that the Sengaku Islands do
not fall under the classification of an island as defined by the
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Japan claims that the 1960 Upan Treaty of Mutual
Cooperation and Security applies to territories (including the
Senkaku Islands) under the administration of Japan.
Recently, Prime Minister Aso said that Japan and the US
would work together to deal with any attack by a third
country on the Sengoku Islands. The islands are Japan's
territory and thus subject to the security alliance with the
U.S.



The US considers that the islands an "administrative territory
of Japan (The US has not taken a definitive position on the
sovereignty of the territory) | |

China began to build a natural gas complex in the East Chin:
Sea and Japan started exploring for natural gas in its own El
In 2004 as a step to counter China's natural gas complex.
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being tested may cut into Japan's EEZ, and has demanded
that China provide such information as the area covered by
the projected deposits. China did not provide a substantive
response straight away. China responded that "In defiance o
China's legitimate proposition, the Japanese side attempts tc
Impose its unilaterally claimed "median line" on China.



Escalation Potential

A ChinaJapan conflict may become intense and
disrupt the balance of alliances in Northeast Asia.

Korea and Taiwan might side with China in a
conflict, while Japan would look to the United
States.

. The US might be called on to defend not only its
staunch ally but also the interests of Western oll
companies.

Both China and Japan need access to greater oll
reserves under the Sengoku islands for economic
growthand maritime interests.



Recent remarks on th8enkaku
IslandsDiaoyulslands

February 2009: Japanese Foreign Minister Nakasone said the
US recognized Japanese jurisdiction over the Senkaku
Islands, where the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security
between Japan and the US would apply. A U.S. State
Department official said on the same day that the Senkaku
Islands were always under the administrative jurisdiction of
Japan and the Treaty would apply to them.

March 2009: Japanese Prime Minister Aso twice referred the
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protected under the Japakbl.S. security treaty. He made this
statement during his trip to the United States as well as in
the Parliament, the first time a Japanese prime minister had
made sucharemark.



March 2009: China's Foreign Ministry spokesman said "Ching
has Indisputable sovereignty over the Diaoyu Islands and
AAEMAAEOSEDIAOO EXEEAE EAGAD
since ancient times. The Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and
Security between Japan and the United States should not
undermine the interest of any third party including China.

Any attempt to cover the Diaoyu Islands under the Treaty is

absolutely unacceptable to the Chinese people.
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the first time PLH (patrol vessels large with helicopter) in the
waters of Senkaku Islands, saying that the action was aimed
to defend against "invasion” from Chinese marine survey

ships.



Possible solutions

. Japan's proposal is to divide the sea equally
between the two countries. This would put
China's claim only three miles from Japanese
territory. This proposal has not been
accepted by China.

. China's offers is to jointly develop the oll field
but this has been rebuffed by Japan.



China

China has developed and possessed weapons
mass destructiorfincluding chemical and
nuclear weapons China Is estimated to have
an arsenal of about 150 nuclear weap@®99.
This matches the Chinese government
statement that it possesses the smallest
nuclear arsenal amongst the five major nuclear

weapon states.



