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Major issuesMajor issues

Background of security of JapanBackground of security of Japan

Defense Agency of JapanDefense Agency of Japan

Self Defense Forces Self Defense Forces 

Domestic security issuesDomestic security issues
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The The JapanJapan--USUS Acquisition and CrossAcquisition and Cross--
Servicing Agreement Servicing Agreement (Cont(Cont’’))

Allow the US and Japan to exchange Allow the US and Japan to exchange 
services in Japanservices in Japan--US joint training, PKO, US joint training, PKO, 
humanitarian and international relief humanitarian and international relief 
activities and situations in areas activities and situations in areas 
surrounding Japan. surrounding Japan. 

Allow two countries to exchange food, fuel, Allow two countries to exchange food, fuel, 
clothes and military parts and services such as clothes and military parts and services such as 
transporting troops and repairing vehicles. transporting troops and repairing vehicles. 

Not allowed to provide each other with weapons Not allowed to provide each other with weapons 
and ammunition. and ammunition. 
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Domestic security issuesDomestic security issues
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Security related Domestic lawsSecurity related Domestic laws

1992   Peacekeeping Operations Bill1992   Peacekeeping Operations Bill
Dispatch of the SDF to overseas for a nonDispatch of the SDF to overseas for a non--
combat rolecombat role

2001  Anti2001  Anti--terrorism Measures Lawterrorism Measures Law
This enabled the SDF to give logistic This enabled the SDF to give logistic 

assistance to the USassistance to the US--led forces in the Indian led forces in the Indian 
Ocean Ocean ⇒⇒ The Cabinet endorsed to extend for The Cabinet endorsed to extend for 
one more yearone more year

2003   Emergency 2003   Emergency LegislationLegislation
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Emergency Legislation (2003)Emergency Legislation (2003)
1.1. The Armed Attack Situation Law or Armed The Armed Attack Situation Law or Armed 

Attack Contingency Law: The government is Attack Contingency Law: The government is 
given more powers to respond to a foreign given more powers to respond to a foreign 
military attack on Japan or perceived threats of military attack on Japan or perceived threats of 
such an attack (such an attack (武力攻撃事態対処法武力攻撃事態対処法) ) 

2.2. The Revised SelfThe Revised Self--Defence Law: This allows to Defence Law: This allows to 
loosen some restrictions to facilitate the loosen some restrictions to facilitate the 
mobilization of the SDF including the use of mobilization of the SDF including the use of 
weapons (weapons (自衛隊改正法自衛隊改正法) ) 

3.3. The Revised Law on the Establishment of the The Revised Law on the Establishment of the 
Security Council of Japan: The Home Affairs Security Council of Japan: The Home Affairs 
Minister and others will be included in the Minister and others will be included in the 
council and they are required to setup of a panel council and they are required to setup of a panel 
to respond to an emergency situationto respond to an emergency situation
((安全保障会議設置改正法安全保障会議設置改正法) ) 
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Constraints on expanding the militaryConstraints on expanding the military

Public opinionPublic opinion
•• There is little public support for a combat There is little public support for a combat 

role for the SDFrole for the SDF

Article 9Article 9
•• The article preclude any military The article preclude any military 

establishment establishment 

•• If Japan want to avoid a major military If Japan want to avoid a major military 
buildup, Japan has little choice but to buildup, Japan has little choice but to 
rely on the armed strength of the US.rely on the armed strength of the US.
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New movesNew moves
Japan signed an agreement in 1983 permitting defense Japan signed an agreement in 1983 permitting defense 
technology transfer with the UStechnology transfer with the US

Enforcing missile defense capabilitiesEnforcing missile defense capabilities
•• Concern over North KoreaConcern over North Korea’’s ballistic missile and nuclear s ballistic missile and nuclear 

crisiscrisis

•• To meet US demand to further promote  bilateral To meet US demand to further promote  bilateral 
cooperation in the missile defensecooperation in the missile defense

•• To build a missile defense shield against ChinaTo build a missile defense shield against China’’s ballistic s ballistic 
missile missile –– long term goallong term goal

•• Review on JapanReview on Japan’’s arms export ban with the idea of s arms export ban with the idea of 
revising it (JDA director stated this remark in 2004)revising it (JDA director stated this remark in 2004)
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MissileMissile defense programdefense program

2003: Japan purchased SM2003: Japan purchased SM--3 interceptor and 3 interceptor and 
PACPAC--3 systems from the US.3 systems from the US.

By 2007: JDA plans to deploy SMBy 2007: JDA plans to deploy SM--3 missile with 3 missile with 
four Aegis ships and PACfour Aegis ships and PAC--3 missile system in 3 missile system in 
TokyoTokyo

By 2010: JDA will introduce 18 Patriot Advanced By 2010: JDA will introduce 18 Patriot Advanced 
Capability, 3 surfaceCapability, 3 surface--toto--air guided missiles and air guided missiles and 
componentscomponents

By 2011: JDA will introduce more PACBy 2011: JDA will introduce more PAC--3 to bring 3 to bring 
the total number to 32 nationwidethe total number to 32 nationwide
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QuestionsQuestions

Question 1:  Should Japan develop a Question 1:  Should Japan develop a 
missile defense system or even missile defense system or even 
nuclear weapons to defend the nuclear weapons to defend the 
nation?nation?

Question 2: Should the Self Defense Question 2: Should the Self Defense 
Forces be upgraded to military? Forces be upgraded to military? 
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